[image: image2.jpg]‘Building Cmeers & Shaping Pubtic eicy

©IEEE





[The same letter was sent to key Members of Congress and the Administration forwarding the NHIN whitepaper. March 2006]
20  March 2006
The Honorable Nathan Deal

Chair, Health Subcommittee 

House Committee on Energy and Commerce

2133 Rayburn Building

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515
Dear Mr. Chairman:
IEEE-USA believes that Interoperability is one of the most critical concepts confronting the adoption and implementation of enhanced electronic information technologies into our National healthcare infrastructure.  Development of a National Health Information Network (NHIN) has been proposed as a means of providing secure and reliable transport of healthcare information, including the Electronic Health Record (EHR). Creation of an efficient effective NHIN is dependent upon proper implementation of this concept. 
The word interoperability has become ubiquitous in usage, but remains vague in its definition.  Interoperability in the healthcare sector also presents a unique challenge, the preservation of contextual understanding of the health data/language in the distributed healthcare environment.  For instance, there are 126 ways to say high blood pressure or hypertension.  To support the many users and functions involved in such a network, interoperability is a critical factor. 
The attached whitepaper developed by members of IEEE-USA’s Medical Technology Policy Committee Interoperability Working Group discusses issues surrounding healthcare interoperability for the NHIN.  We hope this information will be helpful to the Congress in supporting implementation of the NHIN.  If you have any further questions or if we can assist in any way, please contact Deborah Rudolph at (202) 530-8332; d.rudolph@ieee.org.
Sincerely,
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Ralph W. Wyndrum, Jr., Eng.Sc.D.

President, IEEE-USA
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