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August 29, 2003

The Honorable Christopher Bond
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We respectfully urge you to support three key programs
authorized under the National Science Foundation (NSF) Act
of 2001 that will improve K-12 Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education.

We urge you to support the budget request of $200 million for
the NSF Math & Science Partnership (MSP), the authorized
amounts of $20 million for the Noyce Scholarship Program and
$30 million for the Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics Talent Expansion Program (STEP).

The MSPs bring science, math and engineering departments
at higher education institutions together with K-12 math and
science teachers and other interested partners to address
necessary STEM education improvements. Over 20
partnerships were created in the first year of the program, yet
many are waiting in the wings for funding.

The Noyce Scholarship Program provides incentives for math
and science majors to pursue a teaching career. This will'build
the necessary corps of highly qualified science and math
teachers. The STEP or ‘Tech Talent’ program funds
innovative higher education programs that increase the
number graduates in STEM related degrees.

Improving the math and science skills of our students is
essential to maintaining our technological leadership in our
global economy. Demand for scientists and engineers will
grow as the economy expands and as the current population
of baby-boomers reaches retirement age. The need for a
technologically literate population is essential for our economy
and our national security.

We believe these programs will work to develop the workforce
of the future.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Patti
Burgio Curtis at 202.785.7385 or Heather Hill at 202.872.4467.



