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Reflective Questionnaire

Think back to your years as an engineering 

student. Answer the questions on the handout.

10 minutes
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Sharing Insights

What advice would you give your 21 

year-old self?

What about your 40 year-old self?
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Topics for Today

ÁWhat is S-PAC?

ÁSPAC Planning Process

ÁNational Speakers

ÁS-PAVe

ÁS-PAW

ÁQuiz

ÁContact information
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As defined within IEEE:

òProfessional awareness is the 

emphasizing of the importance of the 

non-technical aspects of engineering 

to engineers and future engineers.ó

What is Professional Awareness?
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Student Professional 

Awareness Conferences 

(S-PACs)

Student Professional 

Awareness Workshops

Student Professional 

Awareness Ventures  

(S-PAVes)

Students-Professional Awareness Activities
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Student Professional 

Awareness Conferences 

(S-PACs)

What are S-PACs?

ÅStudent run conference

ïAssisted by Regional S-PAC Coordinator

Å3-4 hours in duration

ÅSpeakers are engineering professionals

ÅPresentation or panel format

ÅMost popular and successful program
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ÁCareer Growth
- Continuing Education

- Effective Communication

ÁWorking
- Balancing Work With Personal Life

- òExpectations vs. Realityó

ÁProfessional Ethics and Social Responsibility
- Individual and Corporate Responsibility

- Coping with Ethical Dilemmas

S-PAC Topics
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ÁSelf-Management
- Managing Your Career

- Time Management

ÁEngineer and Public Policy
- Grassroots Activism

- Understanding How Government Works

ÁImportance of the Professional Society
- Networking

- òScalability of IEEE Membershipó

S-PAC Topics
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ÁOrganizers of S-PACs gain project 

management experience 

ÁAttendees learn valuable lessons and 

wisdom shared by working professional

Á Initial networking with someone in industry

ÁSuccessful S-PAC boosts the momentum 

and activity of a student branch

ÁStudents gain an awareness of the larger 

IEEE organization

Student Benefits of S-PACs
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By planning this event, I had to develop and stick to 

a definite schedule and be able to pass this onto 

the rest of the committeeé.Most importantly, at the 

end of the day it needs to be done and done 

righté. I learned that it is ok to ñdream bigò, but you 

have to also know what your limits are.

- Nicole Halper, 2007 UTD SPAC Chair

Past S-PAC Chairs Sayé
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The S-PAC gave me the opportunity to learn from 

seasoned engineering professionals who know 

what it takes to be successful in industry.

-2009 UTD SPAC Chair

S-PAC pairs students with talented professionals, 

and the energy transfersé

- Guru Madhavan, National Academies

Past S-PAC Chairs Sayé
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ÅS-PACs groom students to be volunteers for 

tomorrow

ÅValue of IEEE membership increased -> 

students retained as members

ÅAvenue for working professionals to mentor 

engineering students

Section/Member Benefits of S-PACs
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One way the IEEE shows leadership is by giving 

people a safe, protective environment for cultivating 

their talents.  S-PAC does this for students.  

Members provide the needed support and coaching 

for the students.

- Charles Rubenstein, Region 1 Director

Members Sayé
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1) Contact the SPAC Coordinator

Steps for Organizing an S-PAC

Reg. S-PAC Coordinator Email

1 Rob Vice vice@ieee.org

2 Joe Burns jfburns54@ieee.org

3 Jim Howard j.howard@ieee.org

4 Kristi Brooks kristi.brooks@ieee.org

5 Sedofia Gedzah sedofia@ieee.org

6 Kim Motonaga kmoto@ieee.org



17

1) Contact the SPAC Coordinator

2) Select a date and location for the event

3) Build the program

Å Invite 1-2 speakers from National Speaker list

Å Invite 2-3 local speakers

Å Leverage SPAC Coordinator and Section for 

assistance in finding speakers

4) Fill out the Budget Sheet and send it to the 

Coordinator

Steps for Organizing an S-PAC
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S-PAC

Funding

Industry

School

- Branch

- Department

- Faculty

- University

- Student Govôt

Ticket Sales

- Sections/Regions

- Chapters/Societies

- PACE

- MGAB

IEEE

S-PAC Funding Sources


